








IOWA LIBRARY QUARTERLY 


Issued Quarterly by the lowa Library Commission of the State of lowa 




















7 t= 
STSaSS AS SECOND CLASS ~alte, Get oF OFFICE AT DES MOINES, IOWA 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1102, 


Act of October 3, Bisit aythorieh da? 10, 1916. 











Edited by D ES Ss MOINE Ss Volume 13 
Julia A. Robinson APRIL MAY. } 9% No. 6 












Iowa Library Commission 





velopment of free and ocher public libraries in the §| !QOWa Library A\ssociation 


State of lowa. 








MEMBERS 


JouN D. Denison, Chairman, Des Moines 
De. E. A. Grumorg, lowa City 

Acnes SAMUELSON, Des Moines - t) R T D O » G 
Mrs. D. 8S. Humeston, Albia 

Mes. J. C. Pryor, Burlington 
Mrs. EpirH Sackett, Spencer 
Mes. Lou SALINGER, Carroll 


pee A. ROBINSON, Secretary October 12, 13, 14, 1938 


ATEN, Acting Librarian, Traveling Library 
and Reference Librarian 
Orrice—State Historica: Building, Des Moines 



































Des Moines River. Scene at Power Dam in Fort Dodge. 














| 















a 
z 
s 





Iowa Library Association—1938 

As announced in the last number of 
the Quarterly, the 1938 meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association will be held in 
Fort Dodge October 12-14 with Wah- 
konsa Hotel as headquarters. Rates at 
the Wahkonsa will be as follows: 

With bath, single, $2.00 to $3.00 

With twin beds, $4.50 to $5.00 

With double beds, $3.00 to $4.00 

Without bath, single, $1.50 to $1.75 

Without bath, double, $2.50 


About 100 rooms will be placed at the 
disposal of the library visitors. Rooms 
may also be had at the Warden adjoin- 
ing the Wahkonsa, Hotel Johnson, four 
blocks away, and also at Hotel Eilers. 


The ballroom of the Wahkonsa Hotel 
will be the gathering place for librarians 
and displays and exhibits will also be 
there. 

Places for the general meetings and 
round tables has not been arranged but 
will be near the hotel. 


Tentative Program 


The program committee finds this date 
too early to give definite program, but 
announces the following plans probable. 

An address at the Wednesday after- 
noon session by Dr. Perey H. Boynton, 
of Chicago University on the subject, 
** Books of 1938 nominated by American 
publishers.’’ 

An A. L. A. speaker will also be heard 
that afternoon. It is hoped this speaker 
will be Dr. Milton F. Ferguson, presi- 
dent of the American Library Associa- 
tion. 

Irene Kuhn, author of ‘‘ Assigned to 
adventure,’’ has been secured for an 
evening address on Wednesday on the 
subject, ‘‘ Adventures in Journalism.’’ 

**Rural library service’’ has been sug- 
gested as the slogan of the meeting and 
that the entire day Thursday be devoted 
to rural extension with an outstanding 
speaker on some phase of that subject, 
a rural extension luncheon at noon, an 
address, probably by Mrs. Sayre in the 
afternoon, as well as addresses from 
leaders in various fields of rural service. 

This is to be preceded on Thursday 
morning by the business meeting and 
the Kound Tables to be held on Friday 
morning, though this is tentative. 





Social Features 


Tea will be served in the ballroom of 
the Wahkonsa Hotel at the close of the 
afternoon session on Wednesday by the 
Fort Dodge library board and staff. 

Iowa Summer Library School dinner 
will be scheduled for 6:30 Wednesday 
evening and the Convention Banquet 
at the same hour Thursday evening. 

Banquet, group luncheons, dinners, or 
breakfasts, will be at the headquarters 
hotel. 

Miss Crosley, of Webster City, and 
her staff will serve as assistant hostesses, 

The Kendall Young Library at Web- 
ster City extends a cordial invitation to 
those in attendance at Fort Dodge te 
visit that library on Friday afternoon, 
As Webster City is only eighteen miles 
from Fort Dodge, the trip would require 
little time and librarians and trustees 
would enjoy seeing this beautiful l- 
brary. 





District Meetings—1938 

Five district meetings were held this 
year as previously announced. 

The total attendance including only 
outside visitors amounted to 415 com- 
pared with 427 for last year and 405 
each for 1935 and 1936. The total local 
registration was 64 against 100 last year. 
The grand total this year was 479 against 
last year’s grand total of 527. 

The following figures are for outside 
registrants: Cherokee had the largest 
attendance, 124, and Des Moines second, 
91. The largest number of libraries rep- 
resented was 39 at Des Moines with 35 
at Cherokee. The largest number of l- 
brarians present was 55 at Des Moines 
and 46 at Cherokee while Cherokee had 
the largest number of trustees in attend- 
ance, 64, and Glenwood, 34. 


It seems hardly fair to count or give 
the local registration for at one meeting 
where local trustees and librarians were 
in attendance, no registrations were 
made and, of course, Des Moines, with 
its large number of local librarians would 
exceed any other place. 

The attendance was satisfactory at all 
meetings and the interest and programs 
good and much credit is due the chair 
men who gave much time and effort t0 
the preparation and carrying out of the 











programs. They were as follows: North- 
east, Oelwein, Ruby Taylor, Cedar 
Rapids, and Blanche Stewart, Waterloo, 
co-chairmen; Southeast, Clinton, Eliza- 
beth Michener, Oskaloosa; Central, Des 
Moines, Opal Tanner, Des Moines; 
Northwest, Cherokee, Alice Story, Fort 
Dodge; Southwest, Glenwood, Mrs. 
Max Moffitt, Denison. 


Neither uniform program nor subject 
for roll call was used this year. The 
subjects for roll calls were as follows: 
Oelwein, ‘‘ Streamlining your libraries’’ ; 
Des Moines, ‘‘ What our library has done 
to improve library service’’; and Glen- 
wood, ‘‘ Beneficial library publicity, or 
helpful suggestions. ”’ 


Miss Giesler brought the president’s 
message and announcement of the state 
meeting at Fort Dodge in October at all 
of the meetings and Mrs. Gordon pre- 
sented the subject of legislation. 

Adult book reviews were given at Oel- 
wein by Mrs. W. R. Halden, Grundy 
Center; Abbie J. Converse, Cresco; 
Marybelle McClelland, Iowa State Teach- 
er’s College; and Lelia S. Wilson, Cedar 
Rapids, and juvenile books by Marcella 
Klein, children’s librarian at Cedar 
Rapids. 

Adult books were discussed at Clinton 
by Miss Martin, Miss Morgan, and Miss 
Faust, of the Davenport Public Library 
and juvenile by Miss Schneider, of Clin- 
ton. At Des Moines, Mrs. George Webber, 
of Des Moines, talked of adult books and 
Dorothy Deyoe, of the Library Commis- 
sion, of juveniles. At Cherokee the 
adult books were grouped and the vari- 
ous groups discussed by Charlotte Cros- 
ley, Webster City; Mrs. C. C. Van Wag- 
ner, Rockwell City; Iva Glessner and 
Eleanor Jones, Sioux City, Marjorie 
Donaldson, Library Commission, and 
Elizabeth Walpole, Storm Lake, and the 
juveniles by Charlotte Welch, Fort 
Dodge, and Lucile Davis, Spencer. 


Eva T. Canon and Gertrude Lincoln 
of the Council Bluffs library gave the 
talk on adult books at Glenwood and 
Marjorie Donaldson of the Library Com- 
mission gave the juvenile book talks. 


The formal speaker at Oelwein and 
Clinton was Professor Clyde Tull, of 


Cornell College faculty, on the subject, 
‘*Young writers of lowa.’’ At Glen- 
wood, Philo D. Clark, of Red Oak, former 
president of the Red Oak Public Library, 
talked on the ‘* Real lowa.”’ 


Library extension rightly had a share 
of attention at all these meetings, those 
not connected with the library work be- 
ing called on to speak and we believe 
the cause was advanced thereby. 

At Oelwein rural library extension was 
discussed from the point of view of 
youth’s organizations by George W. 
Strayer, president, lowa Rural Young 
People’s Assembly, from the point of 
view of mothers by Mrs. Ralph Mitchell, 
of Hudson, of 4-H Club members by 
Beatrice Kerr, of Orange Township, and 
librarians, by Lydia M. Barrette, of 
Mason City. 

At Clinton, Mrs. Herbert Adams, of 
Dubuque, told of the rural extension 
work actually in operation in Dubuque 
County. 

At Des Moines, Miss Rex, of Marshall- 
town, talked on county library work and 
led the discussion which followed. At 
Cherokee Frances Warner, of Ames, 
chairman of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion Committee on Library Extension, 
talked in the morning on ‘‘Can library 
service be made AVAILABLE to 
EVERY ONE in Iowa?’’ Almost the 
entire afternoon was given to the subject 
with talks on equal library opportunities 
for all by the following: Ruth May 
Green, Home Demonstration Agent, Sac 
City; C. H. Thompson, County Agent, 
Cherokee; Mrs. O. L. Minor, District 
Committee Woman, Churdan; Mrs. C. 
W. Brobeil, Sae City. 

At Glenwood, Mrs. Byron Keber, of 
Kiron, spoke on the subject. 


Various other topics of interest were 
discussed at some of the meetings, pleas- 
ant luncheons enjoyed at noon, and tea 
at the close of the meeting at some 
places. 


The following chairmen were elected 
for next year subject to the confirmation 
of the Executive Board of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association and the possible re- 
districting of the state. Northeast, 
Arlene Russell, librarian, Waverly; 
Southeast, Elizabeth Martin, circulation 











head, Davenport; Central, Sara Bibbs, 
librarian, Boone; Northwest. Lucile 
Davids, librarian, Spencer; and South- 
west, Mrs. Anna Mickelwait, librarian, 
Glenwood. 





Library Extension Notes 


The following random notes taken 
from the talks by rural people on library 
extension at the Cherokee meeting are 
given below. 

Ruth May Green, Home Demonstra- 
tion Agent, Sac City, said in part: ‘The 
Farm Bureau reaches 98,000 women in 
Iowa. There should be library talks at 
their meetings as there is need of library 
publicity. These talks should include 
information concerning the local library, 
its history, and on books also. To those 
who have never used a library it needs 
to be introduced and they need an assur- 
ance of welcome. Spread the gospel of 
library service also through your news- 
papers.”’ 

C. H. Thompson, County Agent, Cher- 
okee, said in part: ‘‘Make people real- 
ize the possibility of library service. 
They crave knowledge. In many cases 
economic conditions have held back 
rural users from the library. Book 
knowledge might aid in correcting 
these conditions. The library should 
also cooperate with organized clubs. 
This is necessary to further the service 
of libraries and the opportunities 
should be utilized. The county unit at 
present is the one most used and could 
be used for library publicity.”’ 

Mrs. O. L. Minor, District Committee 
Woman, Churdan, said in part: ‘‘ Make 
people library conscious. Leaders of 
rural organizations must work together 
for library agitation. Talks should be 
made by the librarian of the library 
seeking to extend its privileges. The 
Farm Bureau favors the county plan 
and forms a good basis for organiza- 
tion. Why not ‘RLD.’ rural library de- 
livery, as well as ‘RFD’? It is neces- 
sary that the books be made available. 
It is said that the libraries are as Ameri- 
ean as ‘corn on the cob.’ Are they in 
Iowa? Some people never read and, of 
course, non-readers are not interested, 
but interest should be started in books 
in childhood. Books should be tied up 





with the rural schools. Indirect taxes 
are less felt than direct. Hospital taxes 
are only 12 cents. All are exposed to 
this. Expose people to the library. A 
library at a shopping center will be more 
used than at the county seat.’’ 

Mrs. C. W. Brobeil, Sae City, a farm 
woman, spoke in part as follows: ‘‘Ru. 
ral people know the need of reading, 
It is also necessary for them to know 
how to supply that need. Money is 
hard to give in a lump sum but mneh 
easier to give in small amounts. It js 
a greater effort for people to go ‘to 
town’ than to go ‘down town.’ It must 
be made more attractive to them. Farm 
women feel accessibility is more im- 
portant than the economic viewpoint, 
They buy magazines, why not get li- 
brary books?’’ 

Mrs. Hornseth, of Spirit Lake, re 
ported that there were 200 cards from 
rural people registered from their li- 
brary. 





Iowa Library Association Memberships 
Libraries: 
Arthur Library Association 
Albia 
Carroll 
Cedar Rapids 
Centerville 
Chariton 
Charles City 
Clear Lake 
Council Bluffs 
Colfax 
Fort Dodge 
Glenwood 
Iowa State College 
Keokuk 
New Hampton 
Ottumwa 
Storm Lake 
Terril Community Library 
Trustees: 
Cavanaugh, E. E., Fort Dodge 
Findlay, C. V., Fort Dodge 
Kelleher, Mrs, D. M., Fort Dodge 
Minkel, L. H., Fort Dodge 
Sebern, Mrs. R. C., Fort Dodge 
Librarians: 
Byers, Mrs. F. K., Charles City 
Dunean, Mrs. Laura, Albia 
Fulton, Nannie, Keokuk 
Hayes, Lillian, Centerville 
Porter, Bessie W., New Hampton 
Stevens, Sadie, Carroll 
Story, Alice B., Fort Dodge 
Walpole, Elizabeth, Storm Lake 
Wennerstrum, Winnifred, Chariton 
Wormer, Grace van, State University 
of Iowa 
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Staff: 


Anderson, Constance, Fort Dodge 
Armstrong, Eva, Fort Madison 
Collins, Angela, Fort Dodge 
Lease, Celia, Fort Madison 
Nagel, Irene, Fort Madison 
Pierce, Edith, Fort Dodge 
Schive, Winnefred, Fort Dodge 
Welch, Charlotte, Fort Dodge 
White, Mrs, Z. Z., Storm Lake 


Ft. Dodge, 100 per cent Trustees and Staff. 





Central Depository Library 

The Central Depository Library Com- 
mittee wishes to keep the librarians of 
Iowa informed as to the work it has been 
doing, and presents the following report 
covering the period since last October. 

In February a circular letter was sent 
to all public libraries asking them to list 
books and magazines that they would be 
willing to send to a depository collection. 
Replies from 48 libraries are now on file. 

Certain facts seem clear as we study 
the returns. All libraries need a house 
cleaning periodically, and it is not the 
intention of the committee to accept any- 
thing for the central collection unless it 
has value. Odds and ends of public 
documents, some magazines not indexed, 
sets of ‘‘works’’ that have no value now 
might well be discarded. 

Very little Iowa material was listed 
except some county histories that have 
strayed far from home, and should be 
sent to libraries in that county if not 
used where they are. Most libraries will 
want to keep good files of Iowa history, 
but possibly some duplicates could be 
obtained for the central collection. 

There are several depository collee- 
tions of government documents in Iowa, 
so that any small library needing to bor- 
row material of that type could write 
to the nearest library for it. A few odd 
volumes of Ethnology Bureau publica- 
tions and old Census reports might well 
be disposed of. It would not seem wise 
to include government doctments in the 
central depository. 

Over 100 magazine titles were listed. 
Using Poole’s Index as a basis for selec- 
tion, it seems probably that a fairly good 
collection of magazines could be made 
up, and shelf room gained in many li- 
braries. Duplicate sets could be sold or 
given away, It seems to the committee 
that the first undertaking might well be 


the assembling of a magazine collection. 
If the large libraries kept their complete 
runs, and the small libraries pooled their 
broken sets, all libraries should be able 
to obtain any volume needed without 
very much delay. 

Under present conditions, with no 
funds and no place to house a central 
collection, one thing we can do is to 
have our plans in order so that if a 
WPA project gets under way at any time 
in the future, we shall be able to take 
advantage of clerical assistance and 
make a beginning of a central collection. 
Many libraries have signified their inter- 
est in doing this; all libraries are free 
to make their own decisions. The lists 
sent from the various libraries will be 
kept on file by the committee. 

Librarians are asked to write any com- 
ments or questions to the committee so 
that a full report may be ready before 
October, 1938. 

LetnHa M. Davipson 

May B. Dircn 

Mae C. ANDERS 

Jutia A. Roprnson 

Eva T. Canon, Chairman 
June 1, 1938 


Mr. Denison Appointed for Full Term 

At a meeting of the State Library 
Board held during April, John D. Deni- 
son, appointed in February, 1937, to fill 
out the unexpired term of Johnson Brig- 
ham, was appointed for the full term of 
six years as state librarian. 


Summer Is Here 

Few summer plans have yet come to 
the attention of the editor of the Li- 
brary Quarterly beyond the change in 
hours, principally evening hours, by 
many libraries. 

Davenport announces a Circus Read- 
ing Club for the summer to begin June 
first, and Clinton a Book Line Journey 
Club. At Red Oak an Airplane Tour 
of the World will be taken by books dur- 
ing the summer. 

Librarians wishing suggestions for 
summer reading projects will find a 
variety of these in the Wilson Bulletin 
for June, 1938. 
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Miss Robinson Retires 

The task falls to me, as Chairman of 
the lowa Library Commission, to an- 
nounce to you Trustees, Librarians, 
Staffs and the public, the prospective 
retirement of Julia A. Robinson, Septem- 
ber next, as Executive Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, a position 
which Miss Robinson has held for the 
past twenty-five years. This action is 
purely voluntary on Miss Robinson’s 
part. In 1937 she was re-elected to her 
present position for the term of one year, 
so that the term of office would officially 
expire January first, next. 

In connection with this action, it seems 
fitting that the story of Miss Robinson’s 
service should be epitomized and made 
of record. She began her library work 
in the Carnegie-Stout library, in the city 
of Dubuque, in which city she was born. 
She is a graduate of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary School, and went directly from 
there to service in North Dakota with 
the Library Commission of that state. 
This was followed by similar work in the 
state of Kentucky. In each of these she 
rendered service for a period of more 
than one year. After a period of eigh- 
teen months as Supervising Librarian of 
the State Institutions under the lowa 
Board of Control, she came directly to 
the Iowa Library Commission, where she 
has remained for a period of twenty-five 
years, ending September first, next. This 
service has been continuous. 

During this long career as a library 
worker, Miss Robinson has held posi- 
tions of honor and trust. She has been 
president of the League of Library Com- 
missions and held various committeeships 
in the American Library Association. 
During all this period of service, she has 
been closely associated with the lowa 
Library Association. Indeed, it may 
fairly be said that she has been the di- 
recting genius of this organization. Her 
advice and counsel have always been 
sought by Iowa librarians, and have al- 
ways been available and useful to them. 
No association meeting has been com- 
plete without her participation. For 
many years she has been Chairman of 
the Extension Committee of the Iowa 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. In 1923 
in recognition of her fine service, the 





librarians of lowa made her, along with 
Mr. Brigham, then State Librarian, a 
life member of the American Library 
Association. 


Illustrating the results of Miss Rob- 
inson’s work, is the record of growth in 
all lines of work of the Iowa Library 
Commission : 


Increase of Library Com- 


mission Work Since 1913 1913 1938 
Public Libraries ........... 114 210 
Association Libraries ...... 56* 146 
Library Buildings ......... 84 100 

Carnegie** 

Other Donors ........... 20 40 
Traveling Library Loans. . .62,559 228,698 
Traveling Library Requests. 3,608 23,910 
Stations added ............ 411 1,884 
Appropriation ............ $15,000 $19,500 
Olice Gtaft ......ccccecese 7 Q 


The work of the Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission is not only concerned 
with the advancement of the Traveling 
Library, but with the supervision of 
libraries of the state and Miss Robin- 
son’s connection as advisor to the libra- 
rians and library trustees has been a 
very close one and her acquaintance with 
library conditions in the state at the 
present time is one which the Library 
Commission will miss. 

It may be said of the conduct of her 
office that Miss Robinson has been a tire- 
less worker. The State has received 
from her services many times greater in 
value than the compensation she has re- 
ceived. In the conduct of her office she 
has shared all the labors and responsi- 
bilities of her staff, and it is said of her 
that she has never asked any member 
of her staff to perform any duty or un- 
dertake any task which she was not en- 
tirely willing to undertake on her own 
part. No member of her staff has been 
a harder worker than the head of the 
organization. She has been a constant 
source of suggestions, advice, counsel and 
help to very many of the librarians of 
the state. 


Miss Robinson is to be succeeded by 
Blanche Smith, for the past few years 
connected with the Wisconsin Library 
School. Miss Smith is a native of Iowa 
also, with a home in Indianola. She was 
one time reference librarian of the Des 


*20 of these have become tax supported. 
**No gifts since 1918, 











Moines Public Library, went from there 
to Washington, D. C., thence to Cleve- 
land, as an instructor in the Western 
Reserve Library School, from which she 
went to Wiseonsin. Her work in the 
Wisconsin Library School in connection 
with the libraries of the state will be of 
value in her work in Iowa. 


(Signed) Joun D. Denison, 
Chairman Library Commission. 


~ ‘Federal Aid 


The Harrison-Thomas-Fleteher Bill 
(S 419) was discussed at length on the 
Senate floor June 7. Senators Harrison 
and Thomas spoke in detail regarding 
the bill, and Senators Barkley and 
Lewis raised interesting questions. Sen- 
ators Barkley and MeAdoo declared 
themselves in favor of it. Senator 
Barkley, however, explained the neces- 
sity in these last few closing days of 
devoting the Senate’s time only to mat- 
ters which had a chance of passage. In 
substance, he declared, inasmuch as this 
bill has not been considered by the House 
of Representatives and should be fully 
discussed in the Senate, he hoped it 
would not be brought up until the next 
session, when he promised, if present, to 
do everything possible to secure its 
prompt passage. 

This would seem to end the last small 
vestige of hope for action on the bill 
in the 75th Congress. It does, however, 
indicate that there is every reason to 
hope for prompt passage during the first 
session of the 76th Congress, which will 
convene in January, 1939. 

(Signed) Forrest B. Spau.pine. 





“‘Give Away’’ Plan of Selling 

Librarians who have noted with satis- 
faction the recent Supreme Court deci- 
sion in the Standard Education Society 
case should not dismiss from their minds 
as a finished matter the ‘‘give away”’ 
plan of subscription books selling. As 
has already been pointed out, the opinion 
applies legally to certain practices by a 
single company. Though it should con- 
stitute a strong deterrent to other firms 
from engaging in the identical practices, 
it will not prevent the use of other ‘‘give 
away’’ methods which may not fall with- 
in the seope of the decision. Even this 


soon afterward, the Subscription Books 
Committee has received information 
about agents successfully canvassing 
communities by means of somewhat simi- 
lar plans. 

Certain variations to which the ‘‘ give 
away’’ method lends itself at first ap- 
pear innocent but have implications of 
much harm for the future. In one such 
variation of the scheme, the aid of local 
Parent-Teacher Associations was en- 
listed with the promise of a free gift set 
to the schools for every fifteen sets of a 
certain children’s encyclopedia which 
they were instrumental in selling in 
their communities. This method has 
been condemned by the National Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers through 
its national and regional bulletins as vir- 
tually making commissioned selling 
agents of non-commercial educational 
associations. 


According to recent information re- 
ceived by the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee, the plan has now been changed 
to appeal directly to the parents. They 
are told that a free copy will be pre- 
sented to the schools when a certain 
number of sets are sold within the school 
area, so that in purchasing sets for their 
own homes parents are simultaneously 
helping to place a copy in the school 
library. Provision is made for a page 
in the gift copy listing as donors the 
children whose parents have purchased 
sets. When the endorsement of this 
plan by a local school official is obtained, 
the cooperation of parents arid children 
is greatly stimulated. 


Even if the set involved in such a sales 
canvass is a worthy publication, the 
probable future effect of this kind of 
selling gives cause for concern. By 
capitalizing upon their altruistic in- 
stincts, it enlists parents, school children, 
and school officials as selling agents for 
a subscription set. It tends, moreover, 
to create a kind of sales monopoly in the 
community for the publications of the 
firm using the plan which challenges 
rival publishers to better the ‘‘give 
away’’ offer; and therein lie possibilities 
for cut-throat competition which may 
eventually result in injury to the reputa- 
ble publishers as well as to the book- 
buying public. 
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The publisher of a worth while set 
may feel he can afford to give away a 
certain per cent as a means of obtaining 
quantity orders in a particular locality. 
It is obvious, however, that there is a 
point beyond which he cannot dispose 
of goods free without financial damage 
to his business. Unscrupulous publishers 
of cheap sets whose actual value is con- 
siderably below the price asked may, on 
the other hand, find a profitable market 
among the unexperienced book buyers of 
a community through the lure of a free 
set for every four or every three, and 
even eventually perhaps for each set 
sold. 

A glance through the ** Decisions’’ of 
the Federal Trade Commission will show 
what ‘‘free’’ goods of this kind actually 
cost the consumer in wasted money. The 
Commission has been watehful and dili- 
gent in restraining such practices when 
sufficient evidence can be produced that 
they defraud the public. This neces- 
sarily takes time, and much harm can be 
done meanwhile. It is preferable that 
sales practices in which such abuses are 
so clearly inherent be effectually checked 
in their earlier stages. 


Librarians have decided interest in the 
preservation of fair competition in the 
subscription books field, and their opin- 
ion cannot but have influence in this 
regard. They, as well as other more 
enlightened book buyers, will do well to 
use their influence whenever possible to 
promote the sale of subscription books 
on merit alone. —Dororny M. Buiack, 

From Library Journal Feb. 1, 1938. 


Scholarships 

The Lydia Roberts scholarship ap- 
pointment for 1937 was not ineluded in 
the Quarterly and we are glad to report 
now the name of Rutherford D. Rogers, 
who received his degree in June, his 
name being on the Honor List. 

Those receiving this appointment this 
year are Martha Alice Foster, Drake 
University, 1936, and Robert Orr, of 
Winterset, Iowa State College, 1930. 
Miss Foster has been an assistant in the 
Des Moines Public Library during the 
past vear. 

La Verne DeLong, a Drake University 
senior, has received the Alice B. Kroeger 





Memorial Scholarship in Drexel Univer- 
sity for the coming year. Miss DeLong 
has worked as an assistant in the Univer- 
sity Library during her college course, 
She is a resident of Lake City. 





New Building at Paton 


Contract has been let for the new 
building to replace the one destroyed by 
fire last fall. 

The building will be on the site of the 
old building and will be of the same size, 
20x42, with 10-foot ceiling. The front 
will be face brick with a Spanish tile 
roof. 

The cost of the building will exhaust 
the insurance fund and as none of it 
ean be used for books it will leave a 
good building with no books. Libraries 
having books to donate are requested to 
write to Mrs. Birdie Hansen, librarian, 
sending her a list of what vou have and 
she will be able to make selections of 
what they can use. 


A Book by Miss Robinson 


‘*Dolls: an Anthology,’’ by Julia A. 
Robinson is a satisfying book to all doll 
lovers, regardless of age or present con- 
dition of servitude. Little girls, big girls 
and librarians are agreed that here, at 
last, the dolls of America are properly 
celebrated in song. Doll stories we have 
had before, and a few doll verses seat- 
tered through old volumes of St. Nicholas 
and similar places. But a whole book 
devoted to doll poetry, from the little 
girl’s angle, is something new and some- 
thing very nice. The pictures by Emma 
L. Brock are as unpretentious as the 
poems, and as full of quiet humor. This 
stout little blue book is predestined to 
a career of dog ears and smudgy pages, 
but the smiles of its doll heroines will be 
unimpaired by adversity, and guaran- 
teed not to falter. 

The book is published by the Albert 
Whitman Company, of Chicago. 

—Letha Davidson, Librarian, 
Ames Publie Library. 





Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, chairman of the 
Iowa Library Association legislative 
committee has been appointed a member 
of the American Library Association 
Federal Relations Committee. 
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Awards at the Kansas City Meeting 

While a full account of the Kansas 
City meeting of the American Library 
Association cannot be given at this 
time, we can note the following awards 
which were conferred during the re- 
cent session of the association. 

The Newbery Medal awarded by the 
Section for Library work with Children 
of the American Library Association 
was this year given to Kate Seredy, 
author of ‘‘The White Stag’’ for the 
most distinguished contribution § to 
children’s literature published this 
year. 

The Caldecott award was given to 
Dorothy Lathrop, illustrator as well as 
author of ‘‘ Animals of the Bible,’’ for 
the most distinguished American pic- 
ture book for children published in 
1937. 

Both winners are noted for their 
writing and their illustrating. Some 
of Miss Lathrop’s most famous illus- 
trations are of Hitty, an early Ameri- 
ean wooden doll, jointly owned by Miss 
Lathrop and Miss Rachel Field, whose 
“Hitty, Her First Hundred Years,”’ 
won the Newbery award in 1929. 


Miss Seredy’s pictures have also il- 
lustrated a Newbery award winner, 
“Caddie Woodlawn’’ by Carol Ryrie 
Brink, which won the award in 1936. 
In addition, Miss Seredy’s pictures 
have won wide popularity for their de- 
signer in her own books, ‘‘The Good 
Master’’ and ‘‘Listening.’’ 


Frederic Melcher, editor of Pub- 
lisher’s Weekly, is the donor of the 
Caldecott and Newbery awards, the 
Caldecott being offered this year for 
the first time. The Newbery award 
was first presented in 1922 to Hendrik 
Van Loon for his ‘‘Story of Mankind.”’ 
Last year the Newbery winner was 
Ruth Sawyer, for ‘‘Roller Skates.’’ 


During the same session, Mary U. 
Rothrock, supervisor of library service 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority, re- 
ceived the Joseph W. Lippincott award 
for the most outstanding contribution 
to librarianship in 1935-36. She was 
cited for her rare vision and intelli- 
gence shown in organizing regional li- 


brary service and related adult educa- 
tion activities. 

Five librarians received honorable 
mention in connection with the Lippin- 
cott award as follows: 

Margaret Mann, associate professor 
in the department of library science of 
the University of Michigan, **to whom 
the library profession is deeply in- 
debted for her notable contribution to 
the science of cataloging and the train- 
ing of catalogers,”’ 

Leon Carnovsky, assistant professor 
in the Graduate Library School of the 
University of Chicago, ‘‘for his work 
with dormitory libraries and the Inter- 
national House library of the Univer- 
sity of Chieago, his compilation and 
distribution of the International House 
reading list, his work on the Chicago 
Library Club Survey, and his publica- 
tion record,”’ 

Paul Vanderbilt, superintendent of 
the Union Library Catalogue of the 
Philadelphia Metropolitan Area, ‘‘for 
his organization of the Philadelphia 
union catalogue, an important contrib- 
ution to library development,’ 

Jennie M. Flexner, readers’ adviser 
of the New York Publie Library, ‘‘for 
the judgment and discrimination 
shown in organizing and developing 
the work of a readers’ adviser, and for 
her publication record in that field,’’ 
and 

Nora Bateson, head of the History, 
Travel and Biography Department of 
the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, ‘‘for her study and organization 
of library service for Prince Edward 
Island.’”’ 

Carleton B. Joeckel, professor, Grad- 
uate Library School, University of Chi- 
cago, received the James Terry White 
award given for notable published 
writing, professional or otherwise, for 
his ‘‘Government of the American Pub- 
lie Library.’’ 

Both the Lippincott and White 
awards are given this year for the first 
time. The Lippincott award is the gift 
of Joseph W. Lippincott of Phila- 
delphia and consists of a certificate 
and $500.00. The White award is a 
medal given by James T. White of New 
York and named in honor of his grand- 
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father. The Lippincott certificate car- 
ries with it a special epigrammatical 
inscription by Christopher Morley 
which, being the only one of its kind in 
existence, makes it a valuable col- 
lectors’ item. Mr. Lippincott’s plan 
is to have a different author inscribe 
the certificate each year. 

In the Junior Member’s ‘‘Library 
looking ahead’’ contest, Edith Blissett, 
of Mason City, Iowa, received the $100 
first prize for her essay, ‘‘Northton 
Publie Library in 1975.’’ 





Personals 

Clara Abernethy, for a number of 
years reference librarian of the Travel- 
ing Library, and since 1928 assistant 
librarian of Winthrop College, Rock 
Hill, South Carolina, has resigned her 
position for a period of rest. 

Dorothy Coffin Hickey, organizer of 
the Library Commission in 1921 and ’22 
ealled with her daughter, Cynthia, at the 
Library Commission office during June. 
Mrs. Hickey has lived for a number of 
years in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Grace Ryan Hostetter, record clerk of 
the Traveling Library for a number of 
years, now living in Bonneville, Oregon, 
with daughter Betty, was also a reeent 
ealler at the Library Commission office. 


Iowa Centennial and Libraries 

The Library Commission state fair ex- 
hibit this year should show the growth 
of libraries and library interést in Iowa 
during the past hundred years. 

While charts and posters may be pre- 
pared from existing material in the 
office, there may be early figures and 
photographs in various libraries which 
the library commission does not have. 

The request is therefore made that 
librarians and library boards send to 
Miss Robinson at once all material of this 
kind in the library, the earlier the bet- 
ter. This will be carefully preserved 
and returned after use at the fair. 
Later it should be used locally and 
if enough requests are received, and the 
libraries sending material consent, the 
exhibit as a whole might be sent to the 
libraries for local display. 

The cooperation of the librarians of 
the state is requested in this project. 











Library News of the State 











Ames — State College — Dr. Eugene 
Wilson, librarian at Ohio Wesleyan 
University, has been appointed assistant 
librarian at Iowa State College effee- 
tive May 1. 

Dr. Wilson succeeds Dr. Ralph Dun- 
bar, assistant librarian of Iowa State 
College for fourteen vears. The new 
assistant holds four degreés, his doe- 
tor’s degree having been received at 
Illinois last year. He is a graduate of 
Illinois University and of the Illinois 
University Library School. 

Batavia—The library has been moved 
to its new location in the I. O. O. F, 
hall. This room is loaned to the library 
until the building is sold. 


Birmingham—The library board has 
purchased a residence which has been 
remodeled as a library building. An 
Open House Tea was held on May 24 
with a good attendance. 


Bloomfield—Mrs. Buell MecCash pre- 
sented her resignation as a trustee of 
the library board at its meeting held 
May 2, which was regretfully accepted. 
Mrs. MecCash has served on the library 
board for more than twenty years, and 
on the book committee for most of that 
time where her extensive reading and 
ability to select and discriminate have 
been of value. A member of the board 
adds, ‘‘The reading public may never 
know the many hours required to keep 
the public library shelves filled with 
suitable books when funds are limited. 
But those at the helm know and are 
always grateful for those who give will- 
ing and efficient service to this task.’’ 

Burlington—At the state meeting of 
the Iowa Hospital Association in Bur- 
lington March 28-30, a place was given 
on the program to Elizabeth Lilly that 
she might put before the visiting nurses 
and doctors the place library work has 
made for itself in hospitals. Her sub- 
ject was, ‘‘All medicine is not in pill 
boxes.”’ 

An exhibit of children’s art was held 
in the library recently. The exhibition 

















was called, ‘‘Finger painting exhibi- 
tion.”’ There was also a small number 
of paintings from the 1937 ‘‘ Young 
America paints’’ exhibition held in New 
York City. 

Central City—Mrs. Flower 8, Phil- 
lips, who has held the position of libra- 
rian for the past nine years, has re- 
signed to leave the library July first. 
Mrs. Phillips has served the community 
very efficiently and her resignation is 
received with regret by library board 
and community. 


Council Bluffs—A Spring Festival of 
children’s books was held in the chil- 
dren’s room of the library during the 
first week in May. There was a display 
of recent children’s books and a May 
Pole contest for boys and girls in the 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades. 


For three years the library and the 
schools have co-operated in the arrange- 
ment and management of a book dis- 
play for teachers. The exhibit is set 
up in the story room at the library, 
and opened for teachers afternoons and 
evenings for one week in April. 

Use is made of new and standard 
juveniles, new supplementary texts, 
reference books, government docu- 
ments, and new pamphlet material. 
This year the musie supervisor added 
a display of the literature of music ap- 
preciation. Publishers and booksellers 
have made loans and have sent advance 
copies of educational books. 

Attendance is voluntary, but usually 
comprises 98 per cent of the elementary 
grade faculty and a sprinkling of high 
school members. Some of the teachers 
spend an entire evening studying the 
literature related to a special unit. The 
results as expressed in requests for 
books for purchase are most satisfac- 
tory. From the slips turned in after 
the display the school librarian and 
supervisors make up the school library 
order for the coming year. And the 


public library has gained a fresh con- 
tact with the teachers and principals. 


Cresco—A new ceiling has been 
placed in the main room of the library. 
This, with the newly decorated walls 
of the future and the fumed oak beams 
and other woodwork, will make a pleas- 


New shelving 


ing color combination. 
has also been added. 


Carroll— Mrs. Lou Salinger has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the place of Mrs. W. E. 
Sturges whose term will expire in June 
and J. H. Post to fill the unexpired term 
of J. B. Hungerford, who has removed 
to California. Mr. Post also received 
a reappointment for 6 years following 
the unexpired term. 


The library lawn has been land- 
seaped and on Arbor Day the library 
board had a shipment of Pfitzer Juni- 
pers planted as a hedge inside the new 
brick wall which was put in last fall. 

During April a soap carving exhibit 
of about ninety pieces was held in the 
library. A bird identification contest 
was held for the children which created 
considerable interest. 


Denison—John Shaw Van, a member 
of the library board for a number of 
years, retires by expiration of term and 
T. H. Thomas takes his place by ap- 
pointment of the mayor. 


Des Moines—Library Club—The Des 
Moines library club held its annual pic- 
nic on Sunday morning, June 12, at 
Greenwood Park. After breakfast the 
annual business meeting was held at 
which reports for the year were re- 
ceived from various officers and the 
following officers were elected for the 
coming year: President, Mrs. F. F. 
Carhart, Drake University Library; 
vice president, Mrs. Catherine Condon 
Clark, Public Library; secretary, Mrs. 
Ada Miller, Public Library ; treasurer, 
Geraldine Dunham, Economies Library ; 
program, Mrs. Miriam Garner, State 
Library ; social secretary, Mrs. Dorothy 
Donahoe, Public Library. 


Des Moines— Polk County WPA 
Project—Ruth Gray, supervisor of this 
project since last September, resigned 
her position February first to accept the 
position of cataloger of the library at 
Drew University, Madison, New Jersey. 
Mary Marquis, assistant to Miss Gray 
became supervisor, and Charlene Davis 
her assistant. 


Des Moines—Public Library — The 
Spring Festival of Children’s Books 
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was celebrated at the Public Library 
the second to sixth of May with round 
table discussions on children’s books 
and reading. There was a general com- 
mittee composed of a _ representative 
from the schools, book-shops, Drake 
University, parent-teacher association, 
and librarians of Des Moines. 

The value of this week of talks and 
discussion lay in the complete coopera- 
tion of parents, teachers, librarians, 
book-shop owners, and the children 
themselves. It was a festive week very 
well attended. 

Since the resignation of Isabel Nichol, 
January first, Mrs. Katherine Tappert 
Willis, formerly librarian of the Mor- 
ristown, New Jersey, library has been 
acting head of the children’s depart- 
ment and also conducted a brief ap- 
prentice course. Mrs. Willis plans to 
spend the summer in Fairfield, Iowa. 

Marion Young, a graduate of Colum- 
bia University Library School and for- 
merly in charge of the children’s room 
in the Main Branch of the Cincinnati 
Public Library is the new director of 
work with children. 

Mrs. Dorothy Work, who has been 
in charge of the hospital libraries for 
several years, has resigned her position. 
She has done splendid work in develop- 
ing this service. 

Des Moines—U. 8. Veteran’s Hospital 
—Edna Lee succeeds Mrs. McHale as 
librarian at this hospital but we are 
unable to give her previous location. 


Dubuque County Library Association 
—aAn essay contest for the pupils of the 
rural schools of the county was held 
during the spring. The subject of the 
essays was, ‘‘What I would like the 
county library to do for me and for my 
friends.’’ The finals read their essays 
on a program March sixth at which four 
pupils received first places in the dif- 
ferent grades and three honorable men- 
tion. The winners read their essays 
over Station WKBB on March 28 at 
7:15 on the Rural School Forum of the 
Air. The winning essays were also 
later published in the Telegraph-Herald 
of Dubuque. 


Estherville—J. E. Howard has re- 
signed his position on the library board 


and Mrs. E. W. Kepler appointed to 
take the place vacated by Mr. Howard. 

Fairfield—Lelia S. Wilson, formerly 
librarian of the Traveling Library with 
the Iowa Library Commission and sinee 
February assistant in the Cedar Rapids 
Public Library, will become librarian 
on July first following Mrs. Mae Cope- 
land, who has resigned. Miss Wilson 
needs no introduction to lowa libra- 
rians. 

Fayette—Because of ill health, Mrs. 
R. M. Deming has resigned as a mem- 
ber of the library board and Mrs. Virgil 
Welch has been appointed to fill the 
vacaney. 

Fort Madison—Mrs. M. S. Hollowell 
has been appointed a member of the 
library board to succeed Mrs. C. F. 
Wahrer who recently passed away. 


Gladbrook — The followmeg changes 
have taken place on the library board 
Lester Taylor, sueceeding Mrs. Chancey 
Allard, Mrs. J. S. Bauch, succeeding 
J. S. Bauch, and Mark Schryver, sue- 
ceeding C. E. Berryhill. 


Grundy Center—Dr. W. O. McDowell 
and D. R. Earl have retired from the 
library board after serving many years 
and Mrs. W. O. MeDowell and Mrs, 
L. A. Meyers were appointed to the 
vacant places. 

Iowa City— Public Library — Mrs. 
Harold D. Evans has been appointed a 
member of the library board to succeed 
Emma Watkins who recently died. Her 
term will expire in June, 1941. 

Iowa City — University Libraries — 
Bessie Tressler, for the last two years 
assistant librarian in the State Teach- 
er’s College at Tempe, Arizona, became 
serials cataloger and reviser in the Uni- 
versity library on April first, sueceed- 
ing Mrs. Genevra True, who resigned 
recently to join her husband in Texas. 
Miss Tressler is a graduate of the Col- 
lege of Emporia (Kansas) and of the 
University of Illinois Library School 
and has taken advance work at the 
Graduate Library School of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

Knoxville—U. 8. Veteran’s Hospital 
—Catherine Barry, librarian at this 
hospital for a number of years, writes 
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in reply to an invitation to attend the 
Des Moines district meeting, ‘‘ Being 
now a member of the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association, I shall not be able 
to attend your meeting.”’ 

Miss Barry is succeeded by Miss An- 
derson, but we have no further infor- 
mation coneerning her. 


Leon — On May 24 the Junior Re- 
porter gave a column or more of space 
to an article on the completion of 
twenty-five years of service by Mrs. 
Sada Forbes Stout as librarian, recount- 
ing the growth of the library during 
those years. Such recognition of pub- 
lie service is deserved but often omitted. 


Mapleton—Edna Van Syoc, school li- 
brarian for five years, has resigned her 
position to attend the University of 
Illinois Library School next year. 


Maquoketa — The library building 
was closed May 24 for repairs on roof 
and building; the weakened condition 
of the roof made this action necessary. 
As library funds were insufficient for 
these needed repairs, on request of the 
city council, permission was granted by 
the state comptroller for a temporary 
transfer of $1,000 from the city’s spe- 
cial assessment fund. During these re- 
pairs a limited library service was car- 
ried on in the basement of the library 
building in order to meet the needs of 
students for the remainder of the school 
year. 

Mason City—On May & there were 
847 books of human interest, largely 
biography and autobiography, in the 
Elizabeth Hanford Collection at the li- 
brary. For the past six years since the 
endowment was made available for this 
special collection of books, the public 
library has had open house on the Sun- 
day nearest May 8 and has made special 
displays of these beautiful books for 
the people to enjoy. 


This year the festival was especialky 
delightful in spite of a rainy Sunday 
with slight snow fall; and many friends 
came to see the books, the art exhibit 
of photographs by Leslie Erickson 
downstairs and the Maypole with book 
characters dancing in the children’s 
room upstairs. 
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The library was a fragrant place with 
lilaes and tulips from top floor to base- 
ment, and a great bunch of red roses 
on the back of the main desk. 

On Saturday preceding there was a 
story hour tournament for children at 
different hours. Marjorie Green, chil- 
dren’s librarian at Marinette, Wiscon- 
sin, told ‘‘The Hobyahs’’ and ‘‘Ferdi- 
nand’’ to the youngest children; her 
sister, Helen Green, told ‘‘The ele- 
phant’s child’’ by Rudyard Kipling to 
the third and fourth grade children; 
Mrs. Forrest Jacobs, who has a real 
dramatie gift, told a group of Czecho 
Slovak folk stories to fifth and sixth 
grades, and Evron Karges, boys’ work 
secretary at the Y. M. C. A., told of 
camp life to older boys and girls. Some 
350 children came for the different 
hours. 

Over 1,000 books were cireulated 
from the library that day and every- 
body had a good time on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon. 


Missouri Valley—Mrs. W. W. Satter- 
field has been appointed on the library 
board of trustees to fill the vacancy 
cause by the death of Mrs. Nellie E. 
Hills. 


Montrose—Mrs. Mary Snyder, who 
has served faithfully and efficiently as 
librarian for the past nine years, sub- 
mitted her resignation during March. 
Mrs. Anna Head was chosen to succeed 
her. As we write these words we realize 
what those nine years have meant of 
sacrifice and effort on the part of the 
departing librarian and of value to the 
community in the library thus made 
possible. 

Nora Springs—The library now bor- 
rows fifty books from the Mason City 
Public Library to be exchanged at regu- 
lar intervals. 

Red Oak—Mrs. H. ©. Houghton has 
been appointed on the library board to 
fill the place previously held by William 
Gardner. 


Sheffield—The library has recently 
been moved to new and larger quarters 
on the ground floor of Memorial Hall 
which have been remodeled to suit 
library needs. 





























was celebrated at the Public Library 
the second to sixth of May with round 
table discussions on children’s books 
and reading. There was a general com- 
mittee composed of a representative 
from the schools, book-shops, Drake 
University, parent-teacher association, 
and librarians of Des Moines. 

The value of this week of talks and 
discussion lay in the complete coopera- 
tion of parents, teachers, librarians, 
book-shop owners, and the children 
themselves. It was a festive week very 
well attended. 

Since the resignation of Isabel Nichol, 
January first, Mrs. Katherine Tappert 
Willis, formerly librarian of the Mor- 
ristown, New Jersey, library has been 
acting head of the children’s depart- 
ment and also conducted a brief ap- 
prentice course. Mrs. Willis plans to 
spend the summer in Fairfield, Iowa. 

Marion Young, a graduate of Colum- 
bia University Library School and for- 
merly in charge of the children’s room 
in the Main Branch of the Cineinnati 
Public Library is the new director of 
work with children. 

Mrs. Dorothy Work, who has been 
in charge of the hospital libraries for 
several years, has resigned her position. 
She has done splendid work in develop- 
ing this service. 

Des Moines—U. 8. Veteran’s Hospital 
—Edna Lee succeeds Mrs. McHale as 
librarian at this hospital but we are 
unable to give her previous location. 


Dubuque County Library Association 
—An essay contest for the pupils of the 
rural schools of the county was held 
during the spring. The subject of the 
essays was, ‘‘What I would like the 
county library to do for me and for my 
friends.’’ The finals read their essays 
on a program March sixth at which four 
pupils received first places in the dif- 
ferent grades and three honorable men- 
tion. The winners read their essays 
over Station WKBB on March 28 at 
7:15 on the Rural School Forum of the 
Air. The winning essays were also 
later published in the Telegraph-Herald 
of Dubuque. 


Estherville—J. E. Howard has re- 
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and Mrs. E. W. Kepler appointed to 
take the place vacated by Mr. Howard, 

Pairfield—Lelia S. Wilson, formerly 
librarian of the Traveling Library with 
the Iowa Library Commission and sinee 
February assistant in the Cedar Rapids 
Public Library, will become librarian 
on July first following Mrs. Mae Cope- 
land, who has resigned. Miss Wilson 
needs no introduction to Iowa libra- 
rians. 

Fayette—Because of ill health, Mrs. 
R. M. Deming has resigned as a mem- 
ber of the library board and Mrs. Virgil 
Welch has been appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 

Fort Madison—Mrs. M. S. Hollowell 
has been appointed a member of the 
library board to succeed Mrs. C. F. 
Wahrer who recently passed away. 


Gladbrook — The followmg changes 
have taken place on the library board 
Lester Taylor, succeeding Mrs. Chaneey 
Allard, Mrs. J. 8S. Bauch, succeeding 
J. S. Bauch, and Mark Schryver, sue- 
eeeding C. E. Berryhill. 


Grundy Center—Dr. W. 0. McDowell 
and D. R. Earl have retired from the 
library board after serving many years 
and Mrs. W. O. MeDowell and Mrs. 
L. A. Meyers were appointed to the 
vacant places. 

Iowa City — Public Library — Mrs. 
Harold D. Evans has been appointed a 
member of the library board to succeed 
Emma Watkins who recently died. Her 
term will expire in June, 1941. 

Iowa City — University Libraries — 
Bessie Tressler, for the last two years 
assistant librarian in the State Teach- 
er’s College at Tempe, Arizona, became 
serials cataloger and reviser in the Uni- 
versity library on April first, succeed- 
ing Mrs. Genevra True, who resigned 
recently to join her husband in Texas. 
Miss Tressler is a graduate of the Col- 
lege of Emporia (Kansas) and of the 
University of Illinois Library School 
and has taken advance work at the 
Graduate Library School of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 


Knoxville—U. 8. Veteran’s Hospital 
—Catherine Barry, librarian at this 
hospital for a number of years, writes 
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in reply to an invitation to attend the 
Des Moines district meeting, *‘ Being 
now a member of the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association, I shall not be able 
to attend your meeting.”’ 

Miss Barry is sueceeded by Miss An- 
derson, but we have no further infor- 
mation coneerning her. 


Leon — On May 24 the Junior Re- 
porter gave a column or more of space 
to an article on the completion of 
twenty-five years of service by Mrs. 
Sada Forbes Stout as librarian, recount- 
ing the growth of the library during 
those years. Such recognition of pub- 
lie service is deserved but often omitted. 


Mapleton—Edna Van Syoe, school li- 
brarian for five vears, has resigned her 
position to attend the University of 
Illinois Library School next year. 


Maquoketa — The library building 
was closed May 24 for repairs on roof 
and building; the weakened condition 
of the roof made this action necessary. 
As library funds were insufficient for 
these needed repairs, on request of the 
eity council, permission was granted by 
the state comptroller for a temporary 
transfer of $1,000 from the city’s spe- 
cial assessment fund. During these re- 
pairs a limited library service was car- 
ried on in the basement of the library 
building in order to meet the needs of 
students for the remainder of the school 
year. 

Mason City—On May & there were 
847 books of human interest, largely 
biography and autobiography, in the 
Elizabeth Hanford Collection at the l- 
brary. For the past six years since the 
endowment was made available for this 
special collection of books, the public 
library has had open house on the Sun- 
day nearest May 8 and has made special 
displays of these beautiful books for 
the people to enjoy. 

This year the festival was especialky 
delightful in spite of a rainy Sunday 
with slight snow fall; and many friends 
tame to see the books, the art exhibit 
of photographs by Leslie Erickson 
downstairs and the Maypole with book 
characters dancing in the children’s 
room upstairs. 


93 


The library was a fragrant place with 
lilaes and tulips from top floor to base- 
ment, and a great bunch of red roses 
on the back of the main desk. 

On Saturday preceding there was a 
story hour tournament for children at 
different hours. Marjorie Green, chil- 
dren’s librarian at Marinette, Wiscon- 
sin, told ‘‘The Hobyahs’’ and ‘‘Ferdi- 
nand’’ to the youngest children; her 
sister, Helen Green, told ‘‘The ele- 
phant’s child’’ by Rudyard Kipling to 
the third and fourth grade children; 
Mrs. Forrest Jacobs, who has a real 
dramatie gift, told a group of Czecho 
Slovak folk stories to fifth and sixth 
grades, and Evron Karges, boys’ work 
secretary at the Y. M. C. A., told of 
camp life to older boys and girls. Some 
350 children came for the different 
hours. 

Over 1,000 books were circulated 
from the library that day and every- 
body had a good time on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon. 


Missouri Valley—Mrs. W. W. Satter- 
field has been appointed on the library 
board of trustees to fill the vacancy 
cause by the death of Mrs. Nellie E. 
Hills. 


Montrose—Mrs. Mary Snyder, who 
has served faithfully and efficiently as 
librarian for the past nine years, sub- 
mitted her resignation during March. 
Mrs. Anna Head was chosen to succeed 
her. As we write these words we realize 
what those nine years have meant of 
sacrifice and effort on the part of the 
departing librarian and of value to the 
community in the library thus made 
possible. 

Nora Springs—The library now bor- 
rows fifty books from the Mason City 
Public Library to be exchanged at regu- 
lar intervals. 

Red Oak—Mrs. H. ©. Houghton has 
been appointed on the library board to 
fillthe place previously held by William 
Gardner. 


Sheffield—The library has recently 
been moved to new and larger quarters 
on the ground floor of Memorial Hall 
which have been remodeled to suit 
library needs, 
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Sheldon—P. G. Jarnigan, editor of 
the Sheldon Sun, has been appointed to 
fill the vacancy on the library board 
caused by the death of Clyde Williams. 

Sibley—Woodrow Hudson and Mrs. 
I. W. Martin have been appointed mem- 
bers of the library board to succeed 
J. J. Ellerbroek and Mrs. Patti Wal- 
ton. 

Sioux City—Mrs. L. C. Hudson, hav- 
ing been transferred from Sioux City 
in her WPA work, has resigned her 
position on the library board and Mrs. 
James Kelliher, a former member of 
the board, has been re-appointed. 

West Union—Mrs. Harry Hansel has 
resigned from the library board because 
of removal from the city and Mrs. 
Gradon Hackett has been appointed to 
fill the vacancy thus created. 

Wilton Junction—A. J. Wacker is 
the new member of the library board 
appointed to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of L. H. Whitmer. 





Dedications 

New Lonpon—The new H. T. Nugen 
Library was formally opened on Friday 
afternoon, April 22, with the following 
program : 

Music—By the New London High 
School band. 

Address—‘‘ What a library means to 
a community,’’ by R. S. Galer, member 
of the Mount Pleasant library board. 

History of the Ricordo Library—Mrs. 
Harry Chichester, president of the 
Ricordo Club. 

Presentation of the gift to the town— 
Clifford M. Vanee, eco-executor with 
Charles Leedham of the Nugen will. 

Acceptance—Ed Drewer, mayor of 
New London. 

Following the program the community 
was invited to view the library rooms. 

This new building and the library 
books are the result of a bequest to the 
town of New London in the will of H. T. 
Nugen by which $10,000 was to be ex- 
pended for a library building and the 
balance of $50,000 invested for the pur- 
chase of books. 

As previously reported, instead of 
erecting a new building, a bank building 
was purchased and successfully remod- 
eled for library use, for which credit is 








due to Clifford Vance and Charles Leed. 
ham, co-executors of the estate for their 
labors in bringing the project to a sue- 
cessful termination. 

Clara Swan is librarian. She was as- 
sisted in organizing the library by Mrs, 
Oliver Hamilton of Burlington, a former 
assistant in the Burlington Publie Li- 
brary. 


Drake Universiry—The Cowles Li- 
brary Building of Drake University was 
formerly dedicated May 7 in a program, 
beginning at 2:00 p. m. with an invoea- 
tion by Dr. Slaughter, Dean of the Col- 
lege of the Bible. 

Addresses on ‘‘What the Cowles Li- 
brary means to Drake University”’’ and 
**What the Cowles Library means to the 
city of Des Moines,’’ were given by Mary 
Bell Nethereut, librarian of Drake Uni- 
versity, and B. F. Kaufman, president 
of the University Club of Des Moines, 
and were preceded and followed with 
musie by the University a capella chorus 
and Dean Gould of the College of Fine 
Arts. 

The address of the afternoon was 
given by Harrison W. Craver, president 
of the American Library Association, 
librarian of the Engineering Society of 
New York. 

At the formal program, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gardner Cowles were introduced to the 
audience which was invited to inspect 
the library. This was done by a large 
group. 


Pretrerson—A third dedication whieh 
has occurred recently is that of the new 
Kirchner French Memorial Library 
building at Peterson which occurred on 
May 13. 

C. S. Van Ness, mayor of Peter- 
son, acted as chairman and Mrs. R. E. 
Heywood, one of the executors of the 
Kirchner French estate, made the pres- 
entation of the new building to the town. 

The girls’ glee club furnished musi¢ 
and the seventh grade pupils dramatized 
scenes from library books. Ray Murray, 
assistant state secretary of agriculture, 
was the principal speaker of the occa- 
sion. 

The exercises were held in the Legion 
Hall and at their close the audience was 
invited to inspect the building which, 














like the hall, was made attractive with 
flowers. 

The building is 26x40, and is of brick 
and tile. It has a 10x15 lobby with an 
adult reading room 13x24 and a juvenile 
rom 13x20. In the basement is an 
auditorium and rest room. Of the cost 
of the building the estate furnished 
$6,841 and the WPA $2,307. The WPA 
also helped with the grading and seed- 
ing of the lot. 

Much credit is due to Mrs. R. E. Hey- 
wood for bringing this enterprise to a 
successful termination. Mrs. Heywood 
is the niece of Mrs. Lena Kirchner 
French, whose legacy made possible the 
building and who was the first settler 
of Clay County. 

Morninc Sun—Dedication of the E. 
A. Mellinger Memorial Library took 
place on Memorial Day. Bert McKinley, 
president of the library board, acted as 
chairman. 

Mrs. L. P. Pierce gave the history of 
the library and Mrs. W. R. Sterret, who 
has had much to do with the library, 
gave interesting reminiscences. Music 
was furnished by a group of young 
people. 

The address of the occasion was given 
by Judge Osear Hale, of Wapello. Mrs. 
0. M. Hensleigh formally presented the 
library to the city and Bert McKinley 
accepted in behalf of the community. 

This building, which cost $35,000, 
combines community house, library, and 
public rest rooms and is given to the 
community by Mrs. Maude MeHaffy and 
Mr. and Mrs. O. M. Hensleigh in honor 
of their brother, Edward Arthur Mell- 
inger, whose name it bears. 


GIFTS AND BENEFITS 

The Algona Publie Library received 
another gift of $200.00 from Mrs. 
Gardner Cowles, who has so generously 
remembered the library in the past. 

Ames — State College — The library 
has received Mrs. Carrie Chapman 
Catt’s library of war and peace. 

Ames has also received a gift of rare 
books on engineering and science from 
Willis Whited, of Harrisburg, Pennsy]- 
Vania, who graduated from Iowa State 
College in 1879. 

Bedford—Faced with a shortage of 


funds for the operation of the library, 
a committee has been appointed to com- 
plete plans for a drive for funds. Money 
so raised will be used for the purchase 
of books and magazines, which are not 
obtainable under the levy. 

The Corydon library has received a 
gift of the private library of H. B. 
Bracewell, president of the first library 
board at Corydon. 

Des Moines—Drake University — A 
gift of 2,000 volumes has been given to 
the library by J. B. Weaver, Des 
Moines. 

A valuable twenty-four volume set 
concerning the lyceum and chautauqua, 
instructive amusements of pre-movie 
days, has been presented to the State 
University Library by Mrs. Keith Vaw- 
ter, of Marion, widow of the organizer 
of circuit chautauquas. 

The Dubuque County Library Associ- 
ation reports the receipt of books from 
various donors, among them being two 
dozen books from Barbara Ann Adams 
from her own private library and 100 
from the Davenport Public Library. 

Zachariah Chafee, Jr., of Harvard 
University Law School has presented 
to the Greek department of Grinnell 
College an unannounced sum of money 
to be used to form a library and dis- 
plays on Greek civilization in memory 
of James Irving Manatt, a graduate of 
Grinnell in 1869 and later serving on 
the faculty. 

In October the library board at Har- 
lan received $200.00 from the estate of 
Mrs. Jennie Dunlavy to be used for the 
purchase of books. 

At Hubbard the library profited by 
the disorganizing of an old transporta- 
tion Company, $150, the remainder of 
its funds being presented to the library. 

At Manly, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Joosten have given a large number of 
fine books to the library and furnished 
a shelf for them in memory of their 
daughter, Lucile, who died several 
years ago. 

Mount Vernon — Cornell College — 
Three hundred pieces of violin litera- 
ture have been presented to the music 
department by the widow of the former 
Chieago Symphony violinist, John 
Wesslling, at the request of her son, 
who graduated in June. 
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Upon his retirement in the spring, 
Professor H. A. Miller presented many 
orchestrations and books to the library. 
This greatly extended music library 
will be housed in Armstrong Hall upon 
its completion. 

The Boy Scouts at Oelwein presented 
the library with a complete assortment 
of Boy Seout information with a large 
rack which will contain the various 
books and pamphlets. 

James Masterole, the artist, has pre- 
sented to the Oelwein library his maid- 
en production of mural as an expression 
of his appreciation of being allowed 
space for an exhibition of his work at 
the library. 

Parsons College Library at Fairfield 
is a member of the nation-wide move- 
ment known as ‘‘The friends of the li- 
brary.’’ The organization in Fairfield 
is under the direction of Mrs. Kather- 
ine Tappert Willis. It has been active 
more than a year during which time 
97 books and 275 magazines were se- 
eured for the College Library. 

Toledo has received a gift of 30,000 
book plates, presented by the widow of 
Edward Drummond Libbey. 





Deaths 

Mrs. Nellie E. Hills, vice president 
of the board of library trustees, of Mis- 
souri Valley, passed away on April 24, 
1938. Mrs. Hills had been a member of 
the board since 1904 and vice president 
since 1916. 

Bartel Nelson, who had served for 
twenty-five years as custodian of the 
Council Bluffs library before his retire- 
ment, died on April 27. 

By an oversight, the notice of the 
death of Mrs. C. F. Wahrer, of Fort 
Madison, last November, did not ap- 
pear in the last number of the Quarterly. 

Mrs. Wahrer was appointed a trustee 
of the Cattermole Memorial Library in 
Fort Madison in 1909 and was elected 
vice president in 1925 which office she 
held until her death. She was chair- 
man of the book committee during her 
entire membership and was a very val- 
uable and much esteemed member of 
the library board. 

Emma Watkins, a member of the 


Iowa City library board since 1929 








passed away on May 5 at Merey Hospi- 
tal in Iowa City. Miss Watkins was an 
Iowa City teacher for more than fifty 
years and held in esteem and affection 
by all who came under her influence. 

Clyde Williams, a member of the 
Sheldon library board, passed away on 
March 20, after an illness of several 
months. He had been a member of 
the board for twelve years and was al- 
ways interested in the library and its 
work. His wise and just counsel will 
be greatly missed and his place on the 
board and in the community will be 
difficult to fill. 


Book and Periodical Exchange 

The Council Bluffs Public Library 
wants Volume [ number 1 of American 
Prefaces. Any library having a copy for 
sale please notify the Council Bluffs 
library. 

The Library Commission has the fol- 
lowing sets for donation to smaller li- 
braries of the state. If interested in 
receiving one of these encyclopedias, 
write the Library Commission, stating 
whether you have an encyclopedia and 
what it is with the date. Libraries 
should write at once. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, 1894, Ninth 
edition, 25 volumes. 

America—Great crises in our history 
told by its makers, 1925, 12 volumes. 

American Edueator, 1929, 9 volumes. 

International Reference Work, 1923, 
11 volumes. 

Lives of Game Animals, 1929, 4 vol- 
umes (8 books). 

Master Library, 1923, 10 volumes. 

Picturesque tale of progress, 1933, 
8 volumes. 

Souree Records of the Great War, 
1930, 7 volumes. 

The Chariton Public Library wishes 
to buy second hand a four-drawer cat- 
alog ease. Will any library wishing to 
sell communicate with Winnifred Wen- 
nerstrum, public library, Chariton, nam- 
ing price? 

This should not be construed as 
recommendation for first purchase of 
any of these sets. For a list of such 
recommendations for purchase, write 
the Iowa Library Commission. 











